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John 15:18-21

18 "If the world hates you, you know that it hated Me
before it hated you.

19 If you were of the world, the world would love its
own. Yet because you are not of the world, but | chose
you out of the world, therefore the world hates you.

20 Remember the word that | said to you, 'A servant is not
greater than his master.' If they persecuted Me, they will
also persecute you. If they kept My word, they will keep
yours also.

21 But all these things they will do to you for My name’
sake, because they do not know Him who sent Me.



2 Timothy 3:12

12 Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will
suffer persecution.

12 Indeed all who delight in piety and are determined to

live a devoted and godly life in Christ Jesus will meet with
persecution [will be made to suffer because of their
religious stand].
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PERSECUTION - HOW TO HANDLE IT



Don’t Be Shocked




1 John 3:13

13 Do not marvel, my brethren, if the world hates you.

13 Do not be surprised and wonder, brethren, that the world detests and
pursues you with hatred.

AMP

13 So don't be surprised, friends, when the world hates you. This has
been going on a long time.

The MESSAGE

13 Do not be astonished, brothers and sisters, that the world hatesyou.
NRSV



John 16:1-4

1 "These things | have spoken to you, that you should not
be made to stumble.

2 They will put you out of the synagogues; yes, the time
is coming that whoever Kkills you will think that he offers
God service.

3 And these things they will do to you because they have
not known the Father nor Me.

4 But these things | have told you, that when the tim
comes, you may remember that | told you of the



1 Peter 4:12-14

12 Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the fiery
trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing
happened to you;

13 but rejoice to the extent that you partake of Christ's
sufferings, that when His glory is revealed, you may also
be glad with exceeding joy.

14 If you are reproached for the name of Christ, blessed
are you, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you.
On their part He is blasphemed, but on your part He is
glorified.



Consider the Source




2 Timothy 3:1-5 (Ungodly)

1 But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come:

2 For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money,
boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents,
unthankful, unholy,

3 unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control,
brutal, despisers of good,

4 traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than
lovers of God,

5 having a form of godliness but denying its power. And fr
such people turn away!



1 Timothy 4:1-2, 2 Timothy 4:2-3 (Religious)

1 Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart from
the faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons,

2 speaking lies in hypocrisy, having their own conscience seared with a
hot iron,

2 Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince,
rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching.

3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine
but according to their own desires, because they have itching ears,
they will heap up for themselves teachers;



1 Peter 4:1-4 (Carnal)

1 Therefore, since Christ suffered for us in the flesh, arm
yourselves also with the same mind, for he who has suffered in
the flesh has ceased from sin,

2 that he no longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh for
the lusts of men, but for the will of God.

3 For we have spent enough of our past lifetime in doing the will
of the Gentiles — when we walked in lewdness, lusts,
drunkenness, revelries, drinking parties, and abominable
idolatries.

4 In regard to these, they think it strange that you do not ru
with them in the same flood of dissipation, speaking evil



1 Corinthians 2:12-15 (Natural)

12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the
Spirit who is from God, that we might know the things that
have been freely given to us by God.

13 These things we also speak, not in words which man’s
wisdom teaches but which the Holy Spirit teaches, comparing
spiritual things with spiritual.

14 But the natural man does not receive the things of the
Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he
know them, because they are spiritually discerned.

15 But he who is spiritual judges all things, yet he himself i
rightly judged by no one.



See Through The Distraction



2 Timothy 2:23-26

23 But avoid foolish and ignorant disputes, knowing that
they generate strife.

24 And a servant of the Lord must not quarrel but be
gentle to all, able to teach, patient,

25 in humility correcting those who are in opposition, if
God perhaps will grant them repentance, so that they
may know the truth,

26 and that they may come to their senses and escape the
snare of the devil, having been taken captive by him to
do his will.



Luke 9:54-56

54 And when His disciples James and John saw this, they
said, "Lord, do You want us to command fire to come
down from heaven and consume them, just as Elijah did?"

55 But He turned and rebuked them, and said, "You do
not know what manner of spirit you are of.

56 For the Son of Man did not come to destroy men's lives
but to save them."” And they went to another village.



Acts 5:40-42

40 And they agreed with him, and when they had called
for the apostles and beaten them, they commanded that
they should not speak in the name of Jesus, and let them

go.

41 So they departed from the presence of the council,
rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer shame
for His name.

42 And daily in the temple, and in every house, they did
not cease teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ



Fight Back With Love




Matthew 5:43-44,46,48

43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your
neighbor and hate your enemy.’

44 But | say to you, love your enemies, bless those who
curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for
those who spitefully use you and persecute you,

46 For if you love those who love you, what reward have
you? Do not even the tax collectors do the same?

48 Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your Fatherin
heaven is perfect.



1 Peter 2:19, 21-23

19 For this is commendable, if because of conscience
toward God one endures grief, suffering wrongfully.

21 For to this you were called, because Christ also
suffered for us, leaving us an example, that you should
follow His steps:

22 "Who committed no sin,
Nor was deceit found in His mouth™;

23 who, when He was reviled, did not revile in return;
when He suffered, He did not threaten, but committ
Himself to Him who judges righteously;



Matthew 5:10-12

10 "You're blessed when your commitment to God provokes
persecution. The persecution drives you even deeper into
God's kingdom.

11 "Not only that — count yourselves blessed every time peopl
put you down or throw you out or speak lies about you to
discredit me. What it means is that the truth is too close for
comfort and they are uncomfortable.

12 You can be glad when that happens — give a cheer, even! —
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The End




